
“THE GRUDGE:  FORGIVING GOD?”

WHAT IS YOUR GRUDGE AGAINST GOD?

So Peninnah would taunt Hannah and make fun of her because the Lord had kept her from having children. 7Year after 
year it was the same—Peninnah would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle. Each time, Hannah would be 
reduced to tears and would not even eat. (1 Samuel 1:6-7 NLT)
“Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be downhearted just because you have 
no children? You have me—isn  ’  t that better than having ten sons  ?” (1 Samuel 1:8 NLT)

1. HANNAH UNLOADED ON GOD.

Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah got up and went to pray. Eli the priest was sitting at his customary
place beside the entrance of the Tabernacle. 10Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord.
(1 Samuel 1:9-10 NLT)

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all
your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:6-7)

2. HANNAH REMAINED FAITHFUL EVEN WHEN SHE DID NOT FEEL LIKE IT.

The entire family got up early the next morning and went to worship the Lord once more.
(1 Samuel 1:19 NLT)

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing. (John 15:5 NIV)

3. HANNAH LEARNED.

A. A WAITING SEASON IS NOT A WASTED SEASON.

Then they returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with Hannah, the Lord remembered her plea, 20and in 
due time she gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I asked the Lord for him.” (1 Samuel 
1:19-20 NLT)

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5)

B. GOD’S DELAYS ARE NOT NECESSARILY GOD’S DENIALS.

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 8But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
(Romans 5:6,8 NIV)

MEMORY VERSE
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:17)

C. GOD IS GOOD.  WHEN YOU CANNOT SEE HIS HAND, TRUST HIS HEART.

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 
his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

GOING DEEPER IN THE HOME

1. Read 1 Samuel 1:9-10. Hannah didn’t hold anything back when she prayed to God. How might her story 
challenge how you communicate with God in prayer?



2. What are some ways you can lean into God as you wait for Him to act?
3. If you’ve been holding on to a grudge against God, how can you let go of that hurt and choose to trust Him 

instead?


