
“FOLLOWING JESUS:  THE ONE COMMANDMENTS”

A. JESUS HAD TWO LOOSE ENDS TO TIE UP BEFORE HIS ARREST.
1. NEW COVENANT
2. NEW TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words.  16And they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach
the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by
appearances. (Matthew 22:15-16)
“Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and
raise up offspring for his brother.’ 25Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married
and died, and having no offspring left his wife to his brother. 26So too the second and third, down
to the seventh, whose wife will she be? For they all had her.” (Matthew 22:24-26)

And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 34But when the Pharisees 
heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35And one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 
37And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:33–39) 

a. THE SECOND IS SECOND IN SEQUENCE BUT NOT IN GREATNESS.
b. SIGNALED A SHIFT FROM VERTICAL TO HORIZONTAL ORIENTATION.

On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.
(Matthew 22:40)

B. WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? (Parable of the Good Samaritan)
1. LOVE FOR GOD IS BEST ILLUSTRATED, DEMOSTRATED, AND AUTHENTICATED BY THE 

LOVE FOR OTHERS WHO ARE NOTHING LIKE YOU AND WHO MAY NOT LIKE YOU.

C. AT PASSOVER JESUS OFFICIALLY GIVES THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

MEMORY VERSE
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are
to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one

another. (John 13:34–35)

D. WHAT IF THE CHURCH GOT THIS RIGHT?
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are 
to love one another. (John 13:34)

E. OLD COVENANT QUESTION IS WHAT DOES THE LAW REQUIRE OF ME? MODERN 
CHRISTIAN QUESTION IS WHAT DOES THE BIBLE REQUIRE OF ME? NEW COVENANT 
QUESTION IS WHAT DOES LOVE REQUIRE OF ME?
1. LESS COMPLICATED, MORE DEMANDING.
2. LOVE LIKE JESUS IS EVERY NEW TESTAMENT IMPERATIVE.

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
(Ephesians 4:32)

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 
the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 
Corinthians 13:4-7)

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 
5:1-2 NIV)
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GOING DEEPER

1. Read Matthew 22:34–40. Jesus presented a radical change in how the faithful should understand
their relationship with God and one another. Faith is expressed in your vertical relationship with 
God and your horizontal relationships with people. If you took it to heart, how would Jesus’ new 
command change the way you view your faith?

2. Read Ephesians 5:1–2. What is one thing you can do this week to live out Jesus’ new command 

by extending to the people around you the kind of grace Jesus has extended to you? If you follow
through, how do you think it might change the dynamic in your family, at work, in your friendships,
and even in your relationship with God?


