
“BUILDING ON OUR PAST … BELIEVING IN OUR FUTURE:  FAITH”

FAITH IS NOT…

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the people of
old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of
God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
(Hebrews 11:1-3)

FAITH IS THE CONVICTION THAT NO MATTER HOW I FEEL OR HOW THINGS LOOK, GOD IS IN
CONTROL.

QUALITIES OF FAITH
1. RIGHTEOUS   FAITH

By  faith  Abel  offered  to  God  a  more  acceptable  sacrifice  than  Cain,  through  which  he  was
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though
he died, he still speaks. (Hebrews 11:4)

The  best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall  bring into the house of the LORD your God.
(Exodus 23:19a)

a. WHERE IS YOUR HEART? 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7 ESV)

b. GOD’S HEART
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits;
then, when he comes, those who belong to him. (1 Corinthians 15:22-23)

2. FAITH PLEASES GOD
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God
had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 6And without
faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists
and that he rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:5-6)

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor 
sits in the seat of scoffers; 2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. 3He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its 
leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 
(Psalm 1:1-3 ESV)

IS YOUR FAITH INTIMATE ENOUGH WITH GOD TO WEATHER THE STORMS?

3. FAITH IS NOT AN ABSENCE OF FEAR 
By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed
an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the
righteousness that comes by faith. (Hebrews 11:7)

MEMORY VERSE
Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him

only shall you serve.’” (Matthew 4:10)

4. FAITH IS LIVING IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD WHO IS FAITHFUL
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same
promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is
God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since
she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,
were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore. (Hebrews 11:8-12)
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So let's not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if
we don't give up. (Galatians 6:9 NLT)

WHOSE FAITHFULNESS ARE YOU TRUSTING IN?

5. FAITH BELIEVES IN THE FUTURE
These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted
them  from  afar,  and  having  acknowledged  that  they  were  strangers  and  exiles  on  the  earth.
(Hebrews 11:13)
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