
A BEAUTIFUL THING

SETTING
And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, 
(Mark 14:3a)

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
reclining with him at table. (John 12:1-2)

A BEAUTIFUL THING…
1. SPARES NO COST

a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, (Mark 14:3b)

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2and he saw a poor widow 
put in two small copper coins 3And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all 
of them. 4For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had 
to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4)

2. IS FROM A HEART OF HUMILITY
and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. (Mark 14:3c)

Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of 
Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. (John 
12:3)

3. WILL BE CRITICIZED
There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that?  5For 
this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And 
they scolded her. (John 12:4-5)

A.  BEAUTIFUL THING IS A GOOD WORK.
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness.  28So 
you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness. (Matthew 23:27-28)

B. PEOPLE CRITICIZE BECAUSE THEY AVOID THE CROSS
It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, 
and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13For even those who 
are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that 
they may boast in your flesh. (Galatians 6:12-13)

C. MARY’S GOOD WAS AN OUTWARD SIGN OF AN INWARD REALITY

MEMORY VERSE
And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 

(Luke 10:39)

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10)

4. POINTS TO JESUS 
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She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. 9And truly, I say to 
you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory 
of her.” (Mark 14:8-9)

GOING DEEPER
1. If you had a year’s wages to blow on a friend what would you do?
2. How does this woman’s action strike you? Thoughtful or misguided?
3. Did she really need to spend that much on Jesus? Was it poor stewardship?
4. What beautiful thing would you like to do for Jesus that someone might think was wasteful?
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