
“LOVE IS:  TRUTHFUL”

1. SOMETIMES THE TRUTH IS EMBARRASSING.    
A. TELLING THE TRUTH CAN BE TOUGH.
B. TELLING A LIE CAN BE DISASTROUS.

But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, 
son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger 
of the Lord burned against the people of Israel. (Joshua 7:1)

C. SIN   HAS CONSEQUENCES:
Israel has sinned; they have transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken 
some of the devoted things; they have stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 
12 Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand before their enemies. (Joshua 7:11-12a)

i. LIES HURT OTHERS.
ii. LIES NEVER STAY A SECRET.  

iii. LIES DIVIDE.  

2. GOD UNCOVERS THE TRUTH WITH HIS WORD.
Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, 
God of Israel, “There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your 
enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you.” (Joshua 7:13)
A. GOD GIVES A SIGN TO PROVIDE AN ANSWER.

In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by your tribes. And the tribe that 
the Lord takes by lot shall come near by clans. (Joshua 7:14a)

B. GOD HAS A DIFFERENT SIGN FOR US.
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign 
from you.” 39 But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
(Matthew 12:38-39)

C. THE SIGN POINTS TO THE TRUTH.
And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is 
what I did: (Joshua 7:20)

And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to this day. Then the LORD turned 
from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.
(Joshua 7:26)

3. GOD’S LOVE REJOICES IN THE TRUTH!
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5)

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit. (John 19:30)

And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. 
(Hosea 2:15a)

MEMORY VERSE
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17)

A. THE TRUTH HELPS OTHERS.
B. THE TRUTH REMAINS.
C. THE TRUTH UNIFIES.



GOING DEEPER AT HOME
1. Read Psalm 119:105.  God’s Word acts as a light to make sure His path can be followed.  When we 

are carrying a sin with us, that light can feel way too bright and makes us want to hide.  Recall the 
memory verse from a few weeks ago, and bask in this truth from God’s Word:  If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

2. What lies do you need to let God’s truth defeat?  Pray and confess your sin and trust God to forgive.  
If you have someone you can trust, share with him/her what you’ve tried to cover, and give them a 
chance to relieve you with a word of Jesus’ forgiveness.


