
“LOVE IS:  PATIENT”

LOVE IS, LOVE DOES

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all 
died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died 
for them and was raised again.  (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, 5is not rude, is not self-
seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but 
rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love 
never ends. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a)

WE LIVE IN AN IMPATIENT WORLD, BUT THE BIBLE MAKES A BIG DEAL OUT OF PATIENCE.

MEMORY VERSE
Patience is better than power.  (Proverbs 16:32a HCSB)

Saul chose three thousand men from Israel for himself: two thousand were with Saul at Michmash and in 
Bethel’s hill country, and one thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. (1 Samuel 13:2a)

The Philistines gathered to fight against Israel: three thousand chariots, six thousand horsemen, and 
troops as numerous as the sand on the seashore. (1 Samuel 13:5)

He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began
to scatter. (1 Samuel 13:8)

“Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will surely come down to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings, but you must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what you are to do.” (1 Samuel
10:8)

1. IMPATIENCE CAUSES A CHANGE IN PRIORITIES. 
So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt
offering. (1 Samuel 13:9)

2. IMPATIENCE DEMONSTRATES A LACK OF TRUST.
Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 11“What have
you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did 
not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, 12 I thought, ‘Now the 
Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD’s favor.’ So I felt 
compelled to offer the burnt offering.” 13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not 
kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom
over Israel for all time.” (1 Samuel 13:10-13)

3. IMPATIENCE COMES AT A PRICE.

PATIENCE MATTERS
1. PATIENCE IMPROVES QUALITY.

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up. (Galatians 6:9)

2. PATIENCE ENHANCES TRUST.
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. (Psalm 27:14)

You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. (James 5:8)



I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. (Psalm 40:1)

3. PATIENCE DEMONSTRATES LOVE.
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  (Romans
5:6)

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
(2 Peter 3:9)

All Scripture quotations are from the NIV except where noted.

GOING DEEPER AT HOME
1. King Saul had many reasons to be impatient but they all related to a lack of trust.  What reasons do 

you use to justify your actions when impatient?
2. How could patience improve your life?


